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Bios for Carol Ann Gittens and Peter A. Facione - 2019 
 
Peter A. Facione Ph. D and Carol Ann Gittens Ph. D are co-authors of a highly successful college text book, THINK 
Critically, which is now in its third edition with Pearson Education.  It was one of a handful of texts from various 
disciplines that was selected to be included in Pearson’s new online series of college texts to be introduced in 2019.  
 
They have worked together as co-presenters, co-authors, and co-consultants for many years. For example, together 
Pete and Carol Ann led the successful university strategic planning process at the University of Puget Sound, 
completed October 2018.  Carol Ann and Pete collaborated on a multi- year project with the Defense Contract Audit 
Agency (DCAA) -- the 5000-person unit of the US Department of Defense that provides audit and financial advisory 
services to Department of Defense (DoD) and other federal entities.  In March 2018 they presented a 3-day train-the-
trainer workshop for DCAA leaders on infusing critical thinking into the operation of that large agency. 
 

On her own, Carol Ann has consulted for several professional schools including clinical 
psychology, nursing and health sciences, ministry, and teacher education.  She presents 
training workshops for on critical thinking to college faculty and is the coauthor on many of 
the INSIGHT series of executive, professional, and senior staff level thinking mindset 
assessments.   Carol Ann consulted with Divine Word College, Dubuque, IA. August 2018; 
Samuel Merritt University, Oakland, CA. March 2018; University of California, Fresno 2017, 
and St Patrick’s University and Seminary, March 2016.  Carol is the lead author of the critical 
thinking skills and mindset assessment “EDUCATE Insight” series for K-12 and is currently 
working on a critical thinking and values curriculum for middle school students.  

 
Carol Ann earned her Ph.D. in Social and Personality Psychology and holds a tenured faculty appointment in the Child 
Studies Program at Santa Clara University.  Over the past 15 years she has also served as a dean, as an associate dean, 
as the founding director of university assessment.  In that role she worked with the schools of Law, Business, 
Engineering, and the College of Arts and Sciences.  By the way, Santa Clara is ranked as the #1 regional comprehensive 
university in the Western United States by US News and World Report, the most widely cited source of higher 
education rankings. In December of 2018 she took her oath of office as a trustee and board member of the Morgan 
Hill Unified School District in California, a post to which she won election in November.  
 
In his independent consulting Pete also presents faculty development workshops, for example 
in 2018 he was invited for the third time to present to the faculty of Clemson 
University.  Between 2010 and 2014 he conducted four workshops a year for the US Joint 
Special Operations senior enlisted academy. These are top level enlisted personnel from all four 
branches of the US military who are active duty special forces combat soldiers.  The workshops 
were on critical thinking in leadership decision making in high-risk, time-limited, fast-changing 
contexts.  Pete has consulting on strategic planning includes projects at Indiana State University, 
Roosevelt University, Western Washington University, Seattle University, the prestigious 
Brentwood Academy in Los Angeles, and, the Manhattan School of Music for 2013-2018 and  
again for 2019-2024. 
 
Pete is a Principal with Measured Reasons, an LA based consulting firm, and the founder and a Managing Partner of 
Insight Assessment, located in Silicon Valley. He is in demand as a leadership decision making and strategic planning 
consultant, author, workshop presenter and keynote speaker. He earned his Ph.D. in Philosophy from Michigan State 
University. Before moving to the private sector in 2007, Dr. Facione served as Provost, Loyola University Chicago, and 
as Dean of College Arts and Sciences, at Santa Clara University. Although he has consulted with the military many 
times, he does not own a gun and has no interest in them.  His hobbies are photography, keyboard, and basketball.  
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